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limitation in the event. 'Suppose England/ he
wrote,292 'were to send her ironclads to support
Italy against the Pope and his allies, English
Catholics would be very indignant, they would
take part with the Pope before the war began, they
would use all constitutional means to hinder it;
but who believes that when they were once in the
war, their action would be anything else than
prayers and exertions for a termination?* In so
difficult a case, in fact, Catholics would do no more
than play the perfectly constitutional part of an
opposition in Parliament, as did John Bright
during the Crimean war. But what, Newman
asks, would Catholics do if a direct command from
the Pope came actively to oppose their country?
If, for example, Parliament forced Catholics to
attend Protestant service weekly, and the Pope
told Catholics to disobey the law, he would obey
the Pope. To Mr. Gladstone's argument that such
a case is impossible he replies by admitting it, and,
almost in Mr. Harrison's words he points out the
obvious circumscription to which an absolute
obedience is subject.293 He would not obey the
Pope if, as a Privy Councillor, he was ordered to
give acknowledgement to a Prince of Wales who
became a Eoman Catholic. He would not obey the
Pope if, when a soldier or sailor, the Pope ordered
all Catholics to retire from the services. In
extreme cases, in brief, that is' when his conscience
292 Tbid., p. 64.
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